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BOOKWRITING & SELF-PUBLISHING COURSE

MODULE 2: PRACTICAL BOOKWRITING

Topic 7: Hoe to Create Book Descriptions and Book Blurbs

Descriptions and Blurbs are the two things you write about your book after the Book itself has been
completed. Book Descriptions and Book Blurbs are essentially the same thing, but with slight
differences. One builds on the other.

Book description is written in few hundred words to draw attention to the message your book
seeks to convey. If your book description effectively conveys the emotion and message of your
book, then you can turn a casual browser into a buyer. Book description or book blurb is not
summary of your book. It should be written professionally without any grammatical errors. It
should appeal to the interest and curiosity of the reader.

Few things about book description

1. Use a strong hook and compelling synopsis to draw readers in
2. Use simple declarative sentences and keep to the minimum, back story and side plots of the

book
3. Get someone to edit your blurb or description to double check for any grammatical errors
4. Let the description align with the genre in which your book falls. You may need to use

flowery adjectives to describe your book, something that will enhance the reader. Make
your book sound interesting with appropriate and enticing adjectives.

5. Remember that your potential readers are distracted by many things. You have to include a
clear Call to Action (CAT) at the end of your description. This is what you want the reader to
do immediately – “buy the book’, “get a copy”, etc.

In writing your book description, you are permitted to write in first person. Write as if you are
talking with the reader, explaining why your book is good enough for him, why he should get it now.

Your book description could be between 300 – 500 words. If you have a review from someone
about your book, you could include it. Book Description is often used when publishing your book
online. The content of the book is actually an expansion of your book blurb.
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Book Blurb

A book blurb should be intriguing enough to attract potential readers. It’s a little shorter than a
Book Description. It’s written in 3-4 paragraphs, 100-200 words length. It’s advisable to stick to 150
words.

Spend a lot of time on your first sentence. Many people won’t read any further if they’re not
tempted to find out more what’s inside the book. Think impactful and engaging.

Use short sentences and separate paragraphs so it’s easy to digest.

Know your target audience and use words and language that ‘speak’ to them.

Once written, your back cover book blurb also provides the book description when uploading onto
self-publishing platforms (such as Amazon) and on your website, etc.

Think of your book as ‘product’ you are trying to sell and how you would promote it so people can
buy it.

Companies use tag lines, hooks and ‘calls to action’ to sell their products or services. The same is
applicable in a book blurb as it entices the reader.

Be true to the genre: if you’ve written a contemporary romance, don’t write your blurb as though
it’s a mystery or thriller.

Write in the third person and avoid cliches or well-worn phrases. This means, you write the book
blurb as if it was written by another person.

Don’t forget to have it proofread! It won’t look professional if it has spelling mistakes, or
punctuation and grammar errors.

Two examples of BOOK BLURBS

Book Title1
Good Vibes, Good Life: How Self-Love Is the Key to Unlocking Your Greatness, by Vex King

Blurb about the book
How can you learn to truly love yourself? How can you transform negative emotions into positive
ones? Is it possible to find lasting happiness?

(1) In this book, Instagram guru Vex King answers all of these questions and more.

(2) Vex overcame adversity to become a source of hope for thousands of young people, and now
draws from his personal experience and his intuitive wisdom to inspire you to:

(3)

- practise self-care, overcome toxic energy and prioritize your well-being

- cultivate positive lifestyle habits, including mindfulness and meditation
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- change your beliefs to invite great opportunities into your life

- manifest your goals using tried-and-tested techniques

- overcome fear and flow with the Universe

- find your higher purpose and become a shining light for others

(4) In this book, Vex will show you that when you change the way you think, feel, speak and act,
you begin to change the world.  (149 words)

Book Title 2
You Need Fresh Air: Create Your Own Economy, Take Charge of Your Life, By Joseph C. Ibekwe

Blurb about the book

There is something about you that commands attention. Have you wished someone told you that
life isn’t fair? Were you told life is lived between the valley and the mountain top? Welcome to the
real world where regrets don’t count, but street wisdom answers to street puzzles.

In this book, leadership coach Joseph Ibekwe shares powerful secrets that will radically re-shape
your perspective. Joseph draws from his 25 years experience raising youth leaders to inspire you to:

 Take charge of your own life
 Do something that bears your signature for posterity
 Generate ‘sweat equity’ for your own success
 Pursue your own dreams, without joining the Rat Race
 Deal with disappointments in a business transactions

You Need Fresh Air is a gift of love to you; selectively packaged, carefully organized, and lovingly
presented to give you stability for a successful life. Read it! Act on what you learn, and become a
person of impact! (158 words)

Remember the differences between Book Descriptions and Book Blurbs

 Book description is longer in length and written in first person. It appears when publishing
your book online.

 Book blurb is shorter in length, written in third person, and it appears at the back cover of
your book. It is usually written in 3-5 paragraphs.


